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HUNDREDS * STARVING ANiD

Jourpal Woman, Despite -

‘remendous

Difficulties, [earps the Gruth Cop-
eerning Newfoundland

Note.—~Much of Mrs. Masterson's de-
sovipiion of the terrible suficring
nlong the Newfoundiand coast hnas
been delayed by the primitive menns
of communication ywhich exist in the
remote divtricts which she hins heen
wvisiting, and by the effect of storm
upon the cable rouning from Hnall-
fux to the muinland.
sliips of the journey, too, have munile
it fmpossible for her (o complete
aome detnily,. To n person nccus-
iomed to ihe compurntively mild
climate of New York (he intense
cold of Winter in the far north cnn-
not hat be nlmost paralyzing. She
hns snoceeded in sending enongh,
however, to show the trnly awful
sinte of affnirs whieh exists among
these unfortunate ftishermen.

At the Fisheries North of St. Jolhn's on
the Newfoundlond coast, vin Hulifax, N, 8.,
Jan, 25.—Dante’s Inferno of ‘eternal lee and
drifted snow and steet-laden blasts s Neve
ypon this blenk Newfoundland shore, 'The
curse of famlne and bitter wunt la over the
land, wnd, through the awful sllence of In-
tengest Winter, death stalks, lee-crowned
and robed ln glittering garments of snow,
Desolate, and secmingly as forgolten ns a
bit of darkest Russle transplanted to one
continent, is thls wave-washed coast—Its
pine trees standing Hke glant tombs of
white, throngh which bltter winds from the
Atlantle chant a dirge of death.

It ls o land of Arctie cold, for there Is
pn almost constant downfall of frozen
finkes. through which one eannot see. The
ground ls frozen and iee-coated; the snow
has drifted Ioto huge hills, snd mukes
travel or work of uny kind next thing to
an lmpossiblllty. The flshermen are stary-
Ing with their wives and Uttle onus In' thelr
wlserable Luts along the shores.  Some
have dled. Others arve dying. All those
that Hve suffer the keenest agony through
privation and cold. There are no doctors
1o minister to them, and wun-eyed women
and childten crouch together, watching fhy
the grim spectrs at the door.

1 do pot think that peaple througlout the
Unlted States have even the falntest fden
of the couditlon of things here, 1'he great
charitalle heart of the Ameriean natlon,
and especlally «i-New York's people, throbs
too waemly for sufering bumauity to let
this slege of want and starvation con-
tinue, America has sent the Red Cross ex-
peditlon to the aid of the sufering Ar-
menlans, and ships lnden with graln went
ueross theé ocean from New York twe
years sago to famine-stricken Russin, Ky
ery disaster or cky for help has met with
& speedyand generous response. liese poor
Newtoundianders have been left to starve
and freeze apparently because of a gener-
ul inclination to stifle their waills,

The fact I8 that the Lappy-go-lucky tem-
perapmient of the fishermen lins been taken
advantage of by thelr bondsmen, the mor-
chants of 8t Jobn's, who do not pay for

the work of thelr men in woney, bhut in o

trading system slmlar to that employed
with Indlans on the Western reservations,
The Indlans, however, are supported by the
Amerlcan Government, while the New-

foundland fshermen toll haml for thelr

seunt subsistence and that of thelr fami.
les.

Twiee t vear they come up to St. Johns
from the fishing colonies along the coast,
and the merchants for whom ther work
dols out to them “supplles,” which are
supposed to pay for thelr half yenr's work.
They are as truly slaves as were (he ne-
£roes of the South, and they are white.

Thess ratlons consist of clothing, flour,
molasses and. bacon. The fuel nnd the
fish the men themselyes provide, and (n
thls way they lve.. They do not handla
money. A dollar hes no value in the eyes
of the Newfoundland fisherman borfhi and
bred vpon the goast.

He knows thgt In the Summer he must
fish, and thut edeh Spring und Full he ecan
B0 to town, and for his fsh obtaln *“‘stores”
for the ecomlng slx months. Ha s un-
worlilly and arcadian In his simpliclty and
his lgnorance of the power that mousy
Fives. His wife keeps the house clean and
tidy for him. His children grow up abiout
him and lve upon: the fishorles as thelr
fathers did before them, and the dark son
line that separates the acedn from the
sky makes the horlzon of thelr 1lves,

These colonles of fishermsen sre dotted
along the entire coast of Newfoundland,
atid to all of them this Winter has hrought
dive dlstress.  Up towdrd the northern
toast, where there are many remote settle-
nments, it 88 wonhder that the people can
live at all during the Winter. Ior two
tionthe np bont ever toushes there and
no pallrond traln ean regeh (hem., Last
Winter the suffering of the Newfoundland
fishermen was intense, nud despite  the
efforts of (helt pskmasters, the publle got
gewy of the privatlon and want of these
poor poople, hemmod ot siarve in

prizon of lee and ecold. .

The hard-|

The charitable |

Fishermen.

| people nf Boston sent hondreds of barrels
of flonr fo the destitute reglons,

This year the sufering is even worse;
| but, repeated “denials’” hove been sent out
| by Goverament officials who never saw the
fAsheries. This Is the flyst cry Tor aid from
l,l'hls lonely, sea girt Island, cortainly the
| coldest plaes withio the reacliof elvillza-
tlom, which has heen permitted to go out.

St John's has experienced a prolracted
period of fnancinl depression, dating from
noyear ngo, when a fire swept ‘over the clty
| and, fanned by a ferce eastern gale, left
gshes mul ruin I its wake. This 'waz fol-
| lowed by a penle, which resulted In' the
| collupse of two of the principal banks, snd
the money steihgency hias been grent. The
result hag Deen that the usunl stores of the
fishermen, although they have beet hon-
estly earnemd, bnve boen refused to them)

While they Lad given thelr work from
the Spriog totll Autumn was finished, they
ware left to confront the eruel Winter
empty-handed, with wives and lttle ones
dependént on them, The Newfoundlund-

{

cager real donger of death from freezing,
All fhis' Is- within easy reach of the hrnd
of chority, and It should be extended,

It ‘was most pitiful. I ecould enly think
with a shudder of the more remote set-
tlements  entlrely Innccessible by traln or
sledge, where many poor helpless men,
wonmen and chllfren are suering the tor-
tures of the damned,

I had reached this place only in the face
of the most serions dificulties nnd dany
gers., The journey by train from New
York to Halifux consumed nearly two doys,
atd there were two dnoys more ‘on Lhe
oceun to St, Jolin's, to which tlhe steanmer
hud (o ploogh through o sea of lee, Then
I came by traln nefth tntll I reached a
poliit, beyond which T had to travel In a
sledge throngh bitter cold and a fleres
gale from the enst.

I was warmly garbed and wrapped In
furs and bulfalo robes, T wore beavy rubber
hoots with my snowshoes and fur gloves,
and yet 1 was cold. Many of the poor

the sufercrs brave and hopefal
| Thesp Lordy fshermen, despite their suof-
ferings, gpcke roverently of the *“Goyorn-
‘muui." atd when 1 zupggested thHat the
Gozernment might do something to re-
lieve their suffering they looked dt me as
thoupl they thooght the earth would cpen
and swallos me for such treason.  'They
are neprly nll BEuglish-epesking people, bat
hoarse-volesd and rough-zpoken. The wmen
are big and brawny and much momne com-
fortably elad than the wowmen, The lat-
ter are heigoat-eyed. good-looking, clean and
tidy in their poor drosses,

In one cabin T found a sick baby and two
older children playing with a big sbhhgey
dog. The slok ohlld lay In the bed whleh
served the whole fomilly, with a bright-
hued  Canadlan  blanket deawn over Its
wnsted lttle form. The tabinh was abso.
lutely without wventilation, but Us ht-
masphere wns llke that of an lcehouse,
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ers nre by nature trustfnl. They accepted
promlges and fing words instead of flony,
minligses and clothing, and teied 1o make
the best of It Bot the sharp sting of
Winter and the hungry eyes of their tmbles |
are waking thermr from thele good-nrtured
letharay. They veallze that they have boen
defranded, now, but they stand helpless,
ted hand and foot, 10 die ke the Letrings
frozen in the harbor, ’

From early morning to.dny tntil nesw, Inte
at pight, I spent my thue among the huts

of the fi=hiermen, #nd have found maky
cases of acludl starvatlon and in sole

‘atterably . m

-8 | |
The Interiot of a Newfoundland Fisherman's Log Hut
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shot. T salted them down for the Winter
end we thought we hid enough to last us
untll Sprihg, But oh, the children have
such appetites! and my covsin's bhosband
Is shiftless dnd I had to help her aad the
ehildran.'

This I found to be true when T wislted
her cousin's honse. The Newfoundianders
are all related apd at one fishery you wiil
find every one of the snme neme, freguent-
Iy through Intermarriage; They are: very
generous’ with each otlier and share food
and eandles and ¢lothlug, but money "they
never handle,

The sublime confllence of the poor
mother 1 bave written of wns misplaced.
The Governot did not help her in time,
Bally wag not “haedy" after all. On my
way back T stopped to s¢ her agiln-siop-

one through the crisis of her fever, But 1
wes as useless @8 the Government had
been. The little one died, :

Her mother ook the new blow stoltally

Her

ped just-in tinie 4o iy to lhelp the dlttle

REEZING IN BHE BCEAK NORG

Men, Women and - @hildren Dying for

Want of Food apd Fire-—-Ghe llI-
Greated Slavgs of Upsqru- -.
pulous Traders.

tourtesy when she attempted to answer
me.  “Huh!* he sald, grufly, ““We're no
worse than we'll be next Winter. We
have to tulie the bad with the good, and
the Summer will soon be here."

"“Wonldn't you Ilike gome bacon and
mea! and flour that 1 ean send you?'
I asked. “And some plne logs that you
ecan bers there on the hearth?”

The woman's eyes brightened, but the
old man's Urow grew dirk and terrible;

“YWe haye no fish to give for any such,”
lie sald, shortly, *and we ask oo credit
af gny mar."”

There's nerve for you! That old man
wius bungry—eraetly hungry.

T found evidences of the most nmazing
cournge and =zt in the huts, The endur-
anco of thes¢ prople secms to be gome-
thing marvellons, and the cournge with
which they bear up agninst the cruel wir-
cumstances whith oppress them s ex-
tremely  pathetle.

Except in .the csses of mothers with

—“We Have to Live Now Whoily on Dtied Fish. Our Flour Is All
Cannot Get Wood for Fire” —Temperature 15 Degtees Below Zero.

{Detwr by n Journidl stol artlst from Jesoriptiéns ment by eabile and telegraph.)

women In the fishermen’s huts swhich I vis-
Ited hnd only thin cotton garments, 'and
soma of the cabins were eantirely without
fire,

It Is hatd to describo In words the scenes
In some of the houses. Many of them were
compleiely ldolated  and miles from any
other habltations. The snow  which the
drivers and T passed over was unmariced
by any track of mpn or beast. As our
snowehioes erenked over the glaged ernst
the spund was sturtlingly distlnet, for the
qniet of the place is nlmost ghostly, When
the gales blow) from the sea smong the
pine trees the sound produoced Is o desolate
soughing that b indeseribably mowtnfil,
Hut over the treeless spaces the sllence
hangs HUke n pall. You speak and cannot
hear your own' volce, The words: avem to
freoge In the alv. The hugs we  visited
were all vudely bullt of phie Iug'n, and
were of one story, About the extdrior up-
rodted ploe treea of the swmaller varlety
wuerd plled as 5 sort of barrler nzainst the
suow and wind.  Where the snow  had
drifted or fallen thickly upon these the
little gotthges had  the appessanes  of
Brovlmay huts, the snow walls belng noil-

Jzed  for warmth. From a fow of these

smpke enrkd npward, but 1o many of {lvw
there was no fire to smoke.

Whie the scenes I' witnessed were un-

| gether  nuw.

lscruble, 1 was surprised to

LT

The bright eyes of the little one on the
bed, ag well as 1ts rod cheeks, bespoke n
fever,

“Have yon no doctor here®’ T msked the
mother,

“No." ‘she galll. *“Wae doctor them our-
selves.  Oatmeal water T glve Suale.
She’ll be well In a eouple of dhys.”

YBut can’t you get wood enough for n
fire 7 |

*No, Fyersthiug's coversd with snow
and my hogband got rhenmatism nnd he
can only stay indoors and gmend the nets,
This Winter Is hand, bt 1t swon’t last long.
aml mayhe the Governor at Balut Jobn's
will do somethinz to bhelpoas”

SWhy don't you pack the spaces around
the window with paper and rags?’ 1!
asked her. *Don't you lnow that 4 great |
denl of ‘eold aly zéts 1 In thit way, and
I it strilkes that sick Tietle glel 1t will ki1
hep ™ i

“0h, my childron are''sll bhardy,” she
sald,, provdly, My cousin Jost a ollld
througll #ekness o week ago, but I
the Wintor wasn't so bard wy Busle’ wonld
never hnve gob slek."”

“What fooll do yon have now?*

She ealoved sishtly and said:
¢ UWebave to  do with: the drled Gsh altos
Dur flour 48 all gome and the
potatocs noivly ont.  But early in the Win-

selzed  with' frantie grief. At Ilnst she
seemeld to renllze her pltlful piight.

“Tell them to send us something!" she
erled, “Tell rhemy to dend ne domething!
killed her.  OH! Q!
They mnst'nt kil the others!
to gend us gomethliugl™ i

1 think that she bellevad that ‘1 came
from *‘the Government.'”” Of New York she
had never henrd. «§he knew that the Uni.
ted States was vy off sonth somerwhere
where It I alwars swari and comfortable,
and where everyhody U6 rich and happy,
but she dld not reallze that 1 eame ‘from
there, T do not dare attempt to reprodude
her quaint dlaleot by, telegraph. Some ont
of the three or four operators throungh
whose hamils It must pass, would bé sure
to garble it so that it would mean noth-
ing when It reached you. But there was
no dinlect In the walling “Oh! ' 0oL
wilely rang In niy enrs long after T had
left that tiuy, miserable oabln. Mortal
mlgery hins'a langunge which Is comisthk:
able. .

In the smull cabin non old fsherman sat
smokliiz Lls plpe plagldly while bl wife
mentsd nets In one corner
‘nothing In the honse 1o eni, and no fire.
| The old man whs o Seotehman, and he

Tell 'them

ter we lnd iwo fine carihou that wmy mon

resented my questions with grent dignity,
pengpritg B vicdles o ety =

3

at firgt; but when T went away.she was '

They  killed  ber.

¥

ting warm, as there were féw fires. The
air was s0 keen and plercing that It made
the nose nnd eurs blesd, and the knowl.
edge that I must travel severnl hundred
miles before I could cable my story wmade
me hesitate to risk any forther delay. |
Henrtsick with the suffering and hards

ships I had witnessed and almost frozen, L.
I left the fisheries of Newfoundland bebing 1
me. That these people, so Intelligent,

brave, generous snd loyul to thelr Gov- 4

ernment, should be mpde to UHve undep l
such  frightful copditions seems s most
oruel Injustice. The trading system will
keéep them forever slaves, and the Ymprovi-
dence which Is now one of thelr strongest
characteristics will become more marked
with each genération. Thelr sturdy houe
esty and courage In the face of misfor-
tupe, and thelr apperent Ignorance of the
wrotigs they are suffering, sbhows them no-
Ule hearted and Incspable of smallness
The Government st Halifax, which dity I
visized before I came on to Newfonud-
land, seems strangely Indifferent to thelr
fate as 4 people. The Newfoundlunders
are a sort of shuttlecock tossed between
two opposing parties n a merry gumg of
politics, .

Since the beginning of the present siege
of bardship among the poor fishers of
Newfoundiand there has been a declded
effort made to cut of their communiens
tion with the outside worlil.  Newfoond-
land Is wo far from the Nova Beotinn pewin.
eula, and traflic Is so Infrequent at this
season of the year, that ilitle is heard
from the leland except the turmoll of peli-
tes with which It teams.

The fact that France owns fisbhing rights
on the Newfoundlsud coust, and levies an
bounty on the Government for all dak
ecadght f Ite tervitory, called forth mamy
a'burst of {ndignant oratory from Halifex
regidents wism I spoke to, but the fact
that the fishermed sand thelr wives and
children are sta + seemed of little Cob-
sequence to t ‘nle,
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flek ehlldren T could draw few words of
comwiplalot from them, though the faces
of wmuny of the wmen were pinched and
druwn from lack of food. At one of the
cabing they lnsisted on regarding me as
fin emlssary of war from Amorica. Fven
‘the children porsess the buoyant oheroe-
teristics of thelr papents, and nothing
bat ‘the actual sight of food would tempt
them from thelr thoroughly Englsh re-

They Had | sérve

_ Unfortusately, 1 could pot stand the
(exireme cold sufficlently well to complete

- fpisl" published in—the  Fullfax . poyses,

s mun of title and high I power, Is &
\cholee spechiment of Dennls Kearneyism in

One unusve fournallst at St
~ v ventured th. ' &

'2:; T:tu-ter the hutdships.
@t the fisher) o - press '-h‘_“t“'_i"&:.‘ 4

bas called -fo b a sworn of

ol are the GOyprlment s.gnos.
One of the recent “denisfl,” coming from

its language and expresslon. He chirm-
torizes tlie press representatives as “yelpe
jug cors,” and even threatens the “lylug,
lnfamous miscreants’” with all sorts of dire
punishment. While at Halifax T was also
told that the Government wonld not sanes
tlon puy story of the Newfoundland tro
bles golng out, and when 1 expressed my
determinntion to pervonally visly the e
moteé fishers on the northern ocist, ool
sldemble cohsternation was manifested.
One leading mean at Hallfax endeavored.

to tmpress me with the fact that the New-
foundlind fishermen , enjoyed eve Tux-
ury. He Insisted thut stories of destitution
at the tisherles were clreulated by sSoms .
eneties of the Government, and when I
suggested thas the Government could eas.
{ly and conclusively disprove any such
calumules by a thorough luvestigation aud
foll publleation of facts, he took
ground that the fishermen wape
selves responsible for thelr misfortutes
“They #re an idle and shiftless lot," he
exclaimed violently., *They are lmprovi-
dent and do pot look ahead for the Wikter
time, when they cannot fish. ey are
jmimoral apd lnzy and they drink rum la-
stend of working., 4
“We take no futerest In them here ag
all.”' he went on.  “Every year It Is the
game story with them—want and destitg-
tion and cold. They are an exaggermlivs
people, I tell you, and if they sutier they
ma mﬁ}i thelr sufferiugs four-fold.” ;
This henrtless view of the matter seomod
to be genernl in Helifax., If any man
even dared to admii that the Newfonml-
landers . were in want, he did so o &
frightened way, as though he dreaded some
punishment. “Why, the Goverument bhas
denled it,”” some said, us though there conid
be no appenl from this—not even the evi-
dence of one's own pyes, .
But there are plenty of fishing colonles
nlong the northern copst of the lsland
where the “Government' has never vislted,
whers o sledge and ocoupants are sach g
rare geourrence that the people stand gns-
ing In open-eyed astonksbiment at the anace-
customed sight, where the people are horu
and die koowing only that they must work
for thelr taskmasters for food and clothing
agd thut there Is no redress If i€ be ot
fortheoming. That they arve born and Hyva
and die ls of no lmport, apparently. That
they are cheated aad sllowed €0 perish
fron: want and hunger, unheard and uns-
helped, within reach of the most charitalile
antion In the world seems incredible, The
British fing Donts over the eltadel at Hali-
fux, where & fund has heen started for the
Armenlan relief, but all mlong the New-
foundiand coast from the south to the
Labrader peninsuln these Newsonn®innd,
fishers are suffering and dylug through the
long Winter. Mo what extent the rays
nges of want and exposure have poadle
could not be  ascerizined unless an or
gunized expedition with plenteons supplics
started to nid them, A rice of N0 od’
{ndividuality and Intelligence, they m. i
to have prederved a  broadpéss  and
stuprdiness of =onl which has withstood ;
thelr enyironment ny the rocke along the & @ o
shores of the jsinnl withstand the dushing |
of the opean, pud with eves loyal as the
dogs tied In thelr huts, they are bravelp
fa¢ing the present awful conditions under .
which they suffer,  Who will be their des A
Hydrer? EATE MASTERSON:

sgunt

‘the (nvestigations along the coast whiock
‘1 bhad plinned. There was 80 way of get~
MW [ | <HS * e ¥




